
SASEB Meeting

04/06/2004

Missoula, MT

Attendees:

Greg Anderson *

ganderson01@fs.fed.us
Dalan Romero
 *

Dalan_Romero@ak.blm.gov
Gordon Harris
 *

gharris@fs.fed.us
Joe Sannella
 *

jsannella@fs.fed.us
Pat Wilson


pwilson01@fs.fed.us
Ben Hinkle
 *

Ben_Hinkle@nifc.blm.gov
Randy Nelson


ranelson@fs.fed.us
Bud Walters


John_Walters@akro.oas.gov   

Joe Bussard
 *

Joseph_H_Bussard@akro.oas.gov
Charlie Wetzel

cwetzel@fs.fed.us


(* voting members)

Agenda Items:

-Meet new members

-Chairman’s view

-Feasibility of Pathfinder 21 test

-Updates on ’04 planned activities

New members of board introduced

Chairman’s view


Chairman Greg Anderson expressed desire to keep the number of voting members of  the board at six, but to invite other interested parties to attend meetings and stay involved so as to keep continuity as board members retire and or move on.

Feasibility of Pathfinder 21 test

After some discussion as to the legality of using an experimental aircraft Gordon Harris mentioned that since the death of the owner recently the Soloy Company is restructuring and it seems unlikely that there will be any action this year on the Pathfinder 21. Pat Wilson suggested that if R6 was still interested in testing the Pathfinder, they need to defer till next year, submit a report and go through proper channels to arrange that testing.

It was decided that SASEB (Anderson) would email R6 (Rollens) regarding the boards’ view regarding the Pathfinder.

Issues for 2004

- Video Camera mounts

Bud Walters expressed concern that video camera mounts need to be approved and standardized. Pat Wilson suggested that MTDC might be able to help with designing mounts. Walters volunteered to talk to the different regions and submit a list of recommendations to SASEB.

-Annual in-air equipment check


Bud Walters suggested some kind of system of annually checking equipment in aircraft to assure proper in air performance. Greg Anderson suggested this is more of a contracting issue and that the pilot workshop should make recommendation to Pat Norbury.
-Removable steps


Dalan Romero (just for information) said that the BLM is looking into making the jump steps removable in order to improve exits. Pat Wilson said that if the BLM goes to fold-out or removable steps the change needs to be across the board in all BLM and FS jump ships.

-Future Aircraft Committee

There was some discussion regarding a committee for looking at future jump aircraft. It was decided that the SASEB board is small enough that all the members should be involved in looking for future aircraft.

-DCH-8


Ben Hinkle will copy DCH-8 jump door drawings and pass around. He stated that R4 is interested in looking into the ship and will do a report.
-Oshkosh


Bud Walters indicated that the Oshkosh air show is a good place to look for new plane info. Both Walters and Ben Hinkle are planning on being there this year.

-Twin Otter in flight door


Pat Wilson showed pictures of an overhead sliding in-flight door that the Air Force Academy is using (manufactured by Freefall Xpress, NY). Ben Hinkle said we are definitely interested in checking it out. Wilson will send around copies of pictures and suggested that we take some of our equipment to the AFA to see if it is compatible with the door.
-Professional Pilot Training Package


Ben Hinkle said that smokejumper pilots are going to be added to the package.

-Bud Walters wanted all of the group members email addresses. (See addresses at top of page)

-Next meeting will be scheduled prior to the smokejumper base managers’ meeting; Greg Anderson will check into it and firm up a date.








Scribe: Charles Wetzel



